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“ TETRYON 
PARTICLES, MISTER 
DATA?” 


AYE, SIR. A 
LARGE CONCENTRATION 
OF THEM--NEARLY ONE 
HUNPRED THOWSAND 
PER SQUARE METER. 


THEY SEEM 
TO BE... CONSUMING 


A FREE-FLOATING 
OBTECT OUT IN 
SPACE, 


ON SCREEN, 
MISTER DATA, 
LETS HAVE A 
LOOK AT THIS 

STATION... 


IT APPEARS 
TO BE AN ABANDONED 
STATION, SIR. 
ORIGIN LINKNOWN -- 
THOUGH IT DOES 
HAVE MUCH IN 
COMMON WITH 
PROMELLIAN SHIP 
DESIGN. 
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WE CAN'T DETERMINE 

WHAT MAKES | T SO 

AATTRALTIVE TO 
THIS TETRYON 


ACHIEVED, 
CAPTAIN . 
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Yes, Wa Ya. 


4 


WHATS MORE, -- THE SAME SORT OF 
SEVERAL SECTIONS FLUX THAT PLAGUED ONE 
OF THE STATION OF OUR BULKHEADS 

ARE EXHIBITING —— SEVERAL YEARS AGO... 
QUASI-MOLECULAR ms 

(ES. we DLLOWING THE 
SOLANAGEN - BASED 
LIFE FORMS TO CONDUCT 
THEIR EXPERIMENTS.ON 
US. 


MISTER DATA 
S CORREDCT, SIR, 
THE TETRYON 
PARTICLES ARE 
BREAKING DOWN 
THE STATION'S 
INTEGRITY, 


THATS RIGHT. CAPTAIN -- 
SIR, IF THIS 1S SENSORS SHOW 
RELATED IN SOME A SHIP APPROACH - 
WAY TO THOSE , ING, ITS A... 

L/FE FORMS.,,, Hl 


ITS CERTAINLY 
WORTH A CLOSER 
INVESTIGATION. L 
AGREE, NUMBER 

ONE, 


WHAT'S 
ANOTHER SHIP 
DOING IN OUR 
SECTOR ? 


ANOTHER 
STARSHIP 7 


IT'S THE 
HORNET, CAPTAIN, 
COMMANDED BY 
CAPTAIN NORA 
HAGLER. 


HAIL HER, LIEUTENANT, 
I'M CWRIOUS AS TO HOW 
THIS SORT OF MIXLIP 


HAGLER HERE, 
DON'T TELL ME 
YOU WERE SENT 


COULD HAVE OUT TO INVEST/- 
OCCURRED, GATE THIS 
PHENOMENON 


IM FAMI/L/AR 
WITH THE HORNET, 
MISTER WORF, SHE 
WAS PARTOF MY 
NEUTRAL ZONE 
ARMAPA WHEN WE 
FACED OFF AGAINST 
COMMANVER SELA 
AND THE 
ROMULANS, 


NOT EXACTLY, 
CAPTAIN. HOWEVER, 
IT LIES iN OUR 

ASSIGNED 
SECTOR. 


LOOKS LIKE 
SOMEONE SCREWED 

UP BACK AT COMMAND 
--DOESN'T 'T 2 


STILL, AS LONG 
AS WE'RE HERE, 
WE MIGHT AS WELL 
PUT OUR HEADS 
TOGETHER I'LL TELL 
MY TRANSFORTER 
CHIEF. 
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ITS A 
PLEASURE TO 

MEET YOU, 

CAPTAIN 


HAGLER. 


THE PLEASURE 
iS MINE, BELIEVE 
ME, NOW, LETS 
GET STARTED, 
SHALL WE ? 


THIS WAS ABOUT 
FOUR YEARS AGO, 
WHEN I WAS YOUNG 
ANP FOOL/SH,. I 
WAS TESTING A 
SUBSPACE-RELATED | 
SENSOR ENHANCE- / 
MENT,,, fe 


WHEN IT 
CAUGHT THE 
ATTENTION OFA 
SOLANAGEN- BASED 
RACE WHO LIVES 
IN A SUBSPACE 
DIMENSION. 


ONCE WE CLOSED / : Te Y KNOWLEDGE, 
THE GATEWAY, ALL ™ / hay WARNING HAS 
STARFLEET SHIPS WERE oa BEEN HEEDEC. 
WARNED NOT TO 
ENHANCE THEIR SENSOR 
ARRAYS THE WAY 
WE OID. 


1 SO AS NOT 

TO INV/TE ANY 
FURTHER ATTENTION 
FROM THE AL/ENS. 


MAYBE THIS 
TETRYON 
PHENOMENON 
IS FURTHER 
PROOF OF 
IT. 


THAT MIGHT 
NOT HAVE BEEN 
ENOUGH. 


REMEMBER, 
JUST BEFORE WE 
DESTROYED THE 
GATE, WE SAW 

SOME KIND OF 
ENERGY FORM SNAKE 
ITS WAY INTO OUR 

UNIVERSE. 


AT THE TIME, 
Dee §=WE SPECULATED 
Se THAT IT MIGHT BEA 
PROBE--AND THAT 
THE ALIENS MIGHT 
NOT HAVE BEEN 
THROUGH WITH 


<a 
I'D BE SURPRISED Sate oe ie Pate THE FACT THAT 
IF THOSE ALIENS . I'VE GOT (to A : THEY PICKED 
WEREN'T RESPONSIBLE i TO GO ALONG -— ome, cer / -. SOMETHING AS 
FOR WHATG HAPPENING WITH COMMANCER || | Za = LARGE AS THE 
TO THE STATION. BR LAFORGE ON @. STATION TELLS ME 
a ai THAT. 2 ee . 4 THEY'RE NOT 
4 FOOLING AROLIND 
THIS TIME. 
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THEY'RE SENDING \ THANK 
SOMETHING B/G YOU, MISTER 


THROUGH. A SHIP, MeROBB. 
MAYBE. 


EVERYTHING 
I'VE READ ABouT 
THE INCIDENTON THE 
ENTERPR/SE 
SUGGESTS THE 
ALIENS NEEDED 
SOMETHING SOL/D 
IN WHICH TO 
CREATE THEIR 
GATEWAY. 


LOOKS LIKE 
THOSE SOLANAGEN - 
BASED L/FE FORMS 
ARE AT IT AGAIN. . WHATS OUR 
THE QUESTION |S,, RESPONSE GOING 
TO BE 7 DO WE WAIT 
AND SEE WHAT 
THEY'RE UP TO? 


I RECOMMEND 
IMMEDIATE ACTION; 
CAPTAIN, |F WE SIT. 
BACK AND WA/7, WE 
MAY BE LOSING OUR 
ONLY CHANCE To 
STOP THEM. 


ANO I'M NOT 
JUST SAYING THAT 
BECAUSE Z WAS 

ONE OF THE CREWMEN 
THEY K/DNAPPEP. 


L UNDERSTAND ON THE OTHER HAND, 
YOUR CONCERNS, I CAN'T HELP BUT FEEL 


NUMBER ONE, AND THAT THIS |S MORE 
YOURS AS WELL, COMPLICATED THAN IT 


CAPTAIN HAGLER. SEEMS--~ THAT THERES 
MORE HERE THAN 
MEETS THE EYE, 


L MEAN, \F 

THEY CAN OPEN 

INTERDIMENSIONAL 

GATEWAYS AT we WHAT 

THE DROP OFA CAN'T THEY 
HAT... DO 2 


FOR THE TIME 
BEING, WE WILL FINO 
OUT ALL WE CAN 
ABOUT THE ALIENS’ 
ALTIONS., 


AND IF OUR 
INVESTIGATION 
INDICATES THAT 

FORCE IS IN 
ORDER, WE WILL 
NOT HESITATE 


f 


hf NX TO APPLY 1. 
7 7}. . ¥ 


BOY, BACK IN THE 8 . THATS NOT ALL 
DAYS WHEN I WORKED — I'VE MADE. INGRID 
FOR YOU IN ENG/NEERING, 8 / AND I HAVE GOT 
I USED TO DREAM ABOUT | \ THREE KIDS 

ATTENDING A SENIOR NOW-- 

OFFICERS’ BRIEFING. / 


I GUESS 
YOu MADE IT TO ONE WAS A BOY. eo | THREE? MAN, 
CHIEF IN NO NAMED HIM JAMES, JUST i) YOU HAVE BEEN 
TIME FLAT. LIKE HIS DAD. A BUSY Boy. 


AND I NO 
LONGER ASPIRE 
TO BEA SWASH- 
BUCKLER LIKE 
MY ANCESTORS, 
1’M MORE INTERESTED 
IN BEING A GooD 
ENGINEER -- LIKE 


ATTRIBUTE MY 
SUCCESS TO WHAT 
YOU TAUGHT ME 
WHEN I WASON THE 
ENTERPRISE, 


FUNNY--NOW Z ENVY YOU. 
THE TRUTH, I I HAVEN'T REALLY BEEN PART 
ALWAYS ENV/ED OF A FAMILY SINCE I LEFT 
THE RESPECT HOME FOR THE ACADEMY. 


TO TELL YOU 


YOU KNOW, + WOULD YOU LISTEN 
THE CAPTAIN TO ME ? YOU'D THINK 
EXPERIENCED A : y I WAS SOME KIND OF 
POTENTIAL FUTURE oe CHARITY CASE. TRUTH 
NOT S30 LONG | f is, ssh a TUST 


IT'S KIND OF 
A LONG STORY. 
BUT IN THAT 
FUTHRE, I WAS 
MARRIED, I HAO 
CHILDREN. . 
NOW Z’'M THINKING.., 
IF I EVER WANT TO co DS 
REALLY HAVE A FAMILY, : f SO, HAVE YOU 
t'M GOING TO HAVE TO - y KEPT WP WITH 
START ONE.PROBLEM |S, , = ge ao EVERYTHING THATS 
I HAVEN'T FOUND THE / | — BEEN HAPPENING 
RIGHT-- aS ape HERE? 


PRETTY MUCH. I ALSO, ABOUT 
HEARD THAT DOCTOR WESLEYS LEAVING THEY'RE ON 
CRUSHER CAME BACK-- FOR THE ACADEMY, DEEP SPACE NINE 
REPLACING DOCTOR AND O’BRIEN'S NOW, AREN'T 
PLILASKI,NHO REPLACED MARRIAGE TO THAT 
DOCTOR CRUSHER IN BOTANIST: 

THE FIRST PLACE. 


BUT THATS 
A WHOLE OTHER 
STORY. 
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THATS 
RIGHT. KEIKO 
ISHIKAWA. 
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I TAKE IT 


You LIKE AT Eee, 
WORKING IINDER UNTIL 
CAPTAIN RECENTLY, 


HAGLER 7 


YOU MEAN 
SOMETHINGS 


SHES 
BEEN GREAT, 
ACTUALLY. 


YES, CAPTAIN, THEN AGAIN, HE 
HE WAS, LIEUTENANT DION'T KNOW IT 
EDWARD AAGLER-- WOULD BE AT THE 
THOUGH ZF ALWAYS HANDS OF SOME COLD- 
CALLED HIM EDDIE. BLOODED AL/EN FROM 
AND HE WAS PROUD A SUBSPACE D/MEN- 

AS HELL TO BE SION -- 

SERVING UNDER 

--OR THAT HED 


BE THE ONLY 
CASUALTY OF HIS 
SHIPS ENCOLNTER 

WITH THEM. 


VOLTA 


PULA i ie 


I KNOW 
: w 2 - WHAT YOU'RE 
DON'T BE. Wecivavecuarence GOING TO SAY, 
AS THEY SAY, ’ BAVA CAPTAIN. ANO-- 
HE KNEW THE : ii] = ~atentes OFF THE RECORD, 
RISKS WHEN = : z OF COURSE-- 
HE SIGNED ge ; oo | You 'RE RIGHT. 


ON. 
L'M NOT 


| HERE AS THE 
B \ YAGLER,, a RESULT OF SOME 
. / | BUREAUCRATIC 
M/XUP, 
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WELL, 

SEE.IF WE 
EXTRAPOLATE 
A COURSE FROM 
THE EMPIRICAL 


"OKAY -- WE'VE GOT 
ATRAIL OF TETRYON 
PARTICLES, FAINT 
THOUGH IT MAY BE. 

THE mops NOW 
| ete 


SORRY TO BOTHER 
YOU, COMMANCER -- I Wi I'M ON TO SOMETHING ) erponge: 
JUST WANTED TO SAY Wp HERE. LOOKS LIKE THIS | oA Ne Ose 
HELLO. |T'S BEEN A i TRAIL CUTS THROUGH WHAT THE AL/ENS 
LONG TIME, HASN'T THE ORMETHEAN WOULD WANT THERE-- 
iT? | SYSTEM. ee Fare on 
: CAPTAIN CAN FIGURE 
THAT OLIT. 


CLLELSEES TPL E 


HAS BEEN A 
LONG TIME, STILL 
FLYFKSHING IN 
THE HOLODECK 7 


IFLA ALLB TELS 


| zz 


THANK YOU, COMMANDER, 
ENSIGN KAGER -- CHART A 
COURSE FOR THE ORME THEAN 

SYSTEM, THEN PROCEED 


CAPTAIN 
AT BEST SPEED, 


a, HAGLER 


“aa 


1. WE HAVE 
IDENTIFIED A TETRYON 
TRAIL--AND A HEADING 

FOR THE VESSEL THAT 
MAY HAVE GENERATED 
es 2 


AV 
Bea... 


GOOD WORK 
ALL AKOUND, 


YOU MEAN. 
GEOR |. 


Ca TTT 


IL NOTICED YOU 
WERE WARMING LIP 
YOUR WARP ENGINES, 
WE'RE RIGHT BEHIND 
YOU, CAPTAIN, 
AND GIVE MY 
COMPLIMENTS... 


SO NOW THAT 
WE HAVE A M/NUTE.,, 
WHAT DIP YOU MEAN 
WHEN YOU SAID You'D 
SEEN A CHANGE IN 
CAPTAIN HAGLER # 


THE CAPTAINS PARENTS -- BOTH 
STARFLEET OFFICERS -- WERE 


K/ILLED IN THE COURSE OF A BROTHER EDDIE 
RESCUE MISSION SOME FORTY PRETTY MUCH ON 


HER OWN--~ AND 
id MANAGED To EARN 
! HERSELF A CAREER 
IN STARFLEET 
- 3 p AT THE SAME 
TIME. 
7 od 
2) é x: . 
a l 


W 6HE RAISED 
HER YOLINGER 


YOU Must 
HAVE KNOWN EDDIE, 
HE WAS SERVING 
ON THE ENTERPRISE 
WHEN HE DIED. 


THE CAPTAIN 
TOOK, |\T PRETTY 
HARD --AS IF 
SHE'D LET HER 
BABY BROTHER 
DOWN. 


WRIRLAL ALA 4 


A, 
eres net 224 444199) 7177 4/7, 
KZ 


HAVE PICKED UP AN 
UNIDENTIFIED SH/P-- 
THE COORDINATES OF 
WHICH CORRESPOND 
WITH THE TETRYON 
TRAIL. 


THERE |S 
ALSO AN ENERGY 
ANOMALY ON THE 


Y (NTERESTING, ee 1 WHICH COULD BE 
\ MISTER WORF. 7 THE PROBE THE ALIENS 
: SENT THROUGH, IT 
APPEARS TO BE IN THE 
TRACTOR GRIP OF THE 
UNIDENTIFIED 
VESSEL. 
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CAPTAIN P/CARDP-- 
MY TACTICAL OFFICER 
HAS DETECTED A 
VESSEL.ALSO0,A BLIP 
THAT MATCHES YOUR 
DESORIPTION,,, 


WE'VE GOTTO STRIKE 
WHILE WE'VE GOT THE ELEMENT 
OF SURPRISE ON OUR SIDE, 


1 OF 
THE ALIENS’ 
PROBE. 


I SUGGEST 
WE AA/L THE VESSEL 
--TO SEEIFA 
CONFRONTATION CAN 
BE AVOIDED. AFTER 
ALL, THE ALIENS 
HAVEN'T AL/RT ANY- 
ONE YET. 


I RESPECTFULLY 
DISAGREE, CAPTAIN. 


eeee 

"CAPTAIN HAGLER 

-- WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING ya 


"NOTHING MORE 
THAN WHAT NEERS 
TO BE DONE!” 


OO ™= 

"SIR, THE HORNET 

IS BRINGING ITS 

WEAPONS SYSTEMS 
ONLINE.” 
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RED ALERT. ALL 
HANDS TO BATTLE 
STATIONS 
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P/ CA 


nL HAVE 
NEED OF YOUR 
ASSISTANCE. 


WE'VE DISCOVERED 
BUT CAPTAIN HAGLER 
HAS GONE AFTER |T 
ON HER OWN. 


2 Oo 


I NEED SOME 
WAY TO STOP 
HER FROM MAKING 
WHAT MIGHT BEA 
TRAGIC MISTAKE. 


WHAT GAN 
WE DO FOR 
YOu, SIR F 


I... Z CON'T KNOW, 
S/R. AFPTER ALL, 

CAPTAIN HAGLER 
IS MY COMMANDING 
OFFICER. ; 


GIVING YOu 
THE CODES 
WOULD BE LIKE. 
MUTINY, 


THE SUREST 
WAY I CAN THINK AS HER CHIEF 
OF WOULD BE TO ENG/NEER, MISTER 
DISABLE THE McROBB WOULD 
HORNET V/A HER KNOW THOSE 
SECURITY CODES. 


NEED I REMIND YOU, 
MISTER MCROBB... THAT 
YOUR FAMILY |S ON 
THE HORNETS? IF SOME- 
THING ISN'T DONE 
QUICKLY, THEY COULD 
PERISH -- 


ACCT 


--ALONG WITH N 
THE REST OF CAPTAIN 
HAGLERS CREW 


— er, 
Wi 


A 


ACKNOWLEDGED, 
MISTER DATA. 


NOT 
FIRING... & 


THIS ONLY LENDS 
MORE CREDENCE TO 
MY THEORY THAT THE 
ALIENS’ (NTERESTS 
HERE ARE NOT CONTRARY 
TO OUR OW. 


CAPTAIN HAGLER, 
THIS '|S CAPTAIN PICARP. 
IL ASK YOU AGAIN -- 
STAND DOWN. WHAT YOU'RE 
DOING |3 EXTREMELY 
ILL - ADVISED. 


THERES NO 

RESPONSE FROM 

THE HORNET, 
SIR, 


BUT THE 
ALIENS ARE 
BEGINNING TO 

RETURN CAPTAIN 
HAGLER'S F/RE, 


MISTER 
MeROBB-- WE 
CANNOT WAIT ANY 

LONGER. 


I NEED 
YOUR. PELISION 
AND I NEED 
IT NOW. 


T'M THE LAST 
GUY WHOD TELL 
YOU TO THRN 
ON YOUR CAPTAIN, 


BUT IT'S NOTA 
MATTER OF LOYALTY 
ANYMORE. '|'TS A MATTER OF 


VERTIN y, Z 
AVE GA TRAGED' “yea 


YOU'VE GoT TO 
HELP LIS STOP HER, 
AND TO £0 THAT, ) 
WE NEED THOSE ALL RIGHT. 
CODES. t'LL GIVE THEM 
TO YOU. 


CAPTAIN, 
WE ‘RE TRANSMITTING 
THE CODES TO 
YOU EVEN AS -- 


iTS TOO 
LATE, MISTER 
LAFORGE ! 


--AND THEY'RE 

HEADING BACK 

TOWARD THE 
STATION £ 


PURSUE THE 
VESSEL THAT 
SNATCHED THE 


PROBE, ENSIGN ¥ 


MAXIMUM 
SPEED. 


-- JUST AS 
I SUSPECTED 
ALL ALONG, 


/ 


te 
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AS 


WE'RE NOT 
GOING To CATCH 
IT, SIR.ITS ALREADY 
PROVEN |\T CAN 
RUN RINGS AROUND 
us. 


= 
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THE ABANDONED 
STATION |S COMING 
UP QUICKLY, CAPTAIN. 
AT TH/S SPEED, IT 
WiLL BE LESS THAN ie 
A MINUTE BEFORE, SIR, THE F/RST 
WE REACH TT. ALIEN VESSEL |S 
ACCELERATING PAST 
HSL 


THANK 
YOU, MISTER 
WORF, I-- 


YOUR GUESS |S 
AS GOO0 AS MINE, 
SIR, BUT ITS PRETTY 
CLEAR THAT PROBE |S 
IMPORTANT TO BOTH 
OF THEM. 


I KNOW, NUMBER 
ONE. ITS REGAINED 
POSSESSION OF THE PROBE. 
IF IT CDION'T KNOW 
BETTER, I'D SAY THIS 
IS SOME SORTOF BIZARRE 
GAME THEY’RE PLAYING. 


THE FIRST | >. LIKE CAPTURE 
VESSEL IS NOW iy THE FLAG--ONLY 
CLOSER TO THE | / ~ THE PRIZE |S 

PROBE, STAY WITH CAPTAIN, 1 SOMETHING MUCH MORE 
ITAS BEST YOU CAN, THE F/RST 


| VALUABLE THANA 
ENSIGN RAGER. > VESSEL -- PIECE OF ALO” 


CAPTAIN, THE HORNET 
HAS OPTED TO PURSUE 
THE SECOND VESSEL-- 
THOUGH, SO FAR, WITH- 
OUT MUCH LICK. 


THEY ‘RE 
F/RING AT 
THE TETRYON 
DISTURBANCE. 


I wish I 

COULD COMPLY, 
CAPTAIN 
PICARD-- 


7 --@UT THEY VE 
GoT US IN THEIR 
TRACTOR BEAM 
AND THEY'RE NOT 

LETTING Go! 


CAPTAIN 
HAGLER -- BREAK 
OFF THE CHASE. 
YOu CANNOT 
FOLLOW THEM 
INTO THEIR OWN 
DIMENSION / 


OO®@ ‘ 

“it SEEMS YOU 

ARE CORKECT, 

SIR. THE TETRYON 

CLOUD |S BECOMING 
A MEANS OF 
EGRESS.” 


O 

“MY GOD, SIR -- 

THEY'RE TAKING THE 
ENTIRE SH/P WITH 

THEM 1” 


THE IMEXT GENERA 


